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• Canada
• United Kingdom
• Australia
• Brazil – GHEX 2016
• Japan
• Czech Republic
• Hungary
• Poland
• Philippines – GHEX 2020
• Mexico
• Russia – GHEX 2018
• Germany – GHEX 2012
• United States
• Uganda
• Kenya
• South Africa
• Et cetera

Czech





• In the U.S. – 2.4 million today
•About 25% of all private (non-government) 
students
•About 3% to 4% of all U.S. K-12 students 

• Homeschool Enrollment Growing in Canada
About +4% per year 2007-08 to 2014-15, 
maybe more since then



. . . And who does not?



• Basic demographics
• Wide variety
• Variety rapidly increasing
•A quick history
• Special needs
• TAG
• Ethnic minorities



• Alternative pedagogies, customization
• Close family ties

• Academics
• Reasoned, guided social interaction

• Safety
• To transmit a particular worldview . . .



And Reasons Often Change Over Time



The “student” is or becomes . . . 
• Literate, well-read, values and enjoys reading
• Uses math for basic commerce and economics
• Clearly expresses self via written word
• Thinks purposely and consistently according to chosen 

worldview (e.g., Islam, secular humanism, metaphysical 
naturalism, socialism, Marxism, biblical Christianity)

• Believes freedom in education/learning is good
• Engages as a civil citizen
• Is free



• Many dozens of studies on academic 
achievement (e.g., nationwide U.S. 1990, 1997, 
1999, 2010 – www.academicleadership.org; 
2015; nationwide Canada 1994, 2003; state-
specific, Massachusetts; New Mexico; Ohio)
• Review of peer-reviewed research (Ray, 2017)
• Results are consistent



• Public (state) school national average on achievement
tests is the 50th percentile

• Home educated score, on average,
at the 65th to 80th percentile



“In 11 of the 14 [78%] peer-reviewed studies [on 
academic achievement], there was a definite [statistically 
significant] positive effect on achievement for the 
homeschooled students” (Ray, 2017, p. 8)

Ray, Brian D. (2017). A systematic review of the empirical research on selected 
aspects of homeschooling as a school choice. Journal of School Choice: 
International Research and Reform, 11(4), 604-621. November 27, 2017, doi: 
10.1080/15582159.2017.1395638. Retrieved December 12, 2017 from 
https://doi.org/10.1080/15582159.2017.1395638

https://doi.org/10.1080/15582159.2017.1395638


• Family income
• Money spent on education
• Formal teacher training of parents
• State regulation
• Minority status – see later





Current statistics: U.S. public schools 2018-19: $13,658 tax 
dollars (201,678 rand ZA) per student per year plus capital 
expenditures plus research and development





These findings were published in both of the following 
peer-reviewed journals:
1. Ray, Brian D. (2010, February 3). Academic 

achievement and demographic traits of 
homeschool students: A nationwide study. Academic 
Leadership Journal, 8(1). Retrieved May 24, 2019 
and June 15, 2018 from 
https://scholars.fhsu.edu/alj/vol8/iss1/7/

2. Ray, Brian D. (2013). Homeschooling associated 
with beneficial learner and societal outcomes but 
educators do not promote it. Peabody Journal of 
Education, 88(3), 324-341. 

https://scholars.fhsu.edu/alj/vol8/iss1/7/


• But, what about minority families?!



Controlling for gender and socioeconomic status:
• Reading: black homeschool students 42 percentile points 

higher than black public school students
• Language: African American homeschool students 26 

percentile points higher than black African American 
students

• Math: black homeschool students 23 percentile points 
higher than black public school students

• Black homeschool students scoring the same or better than 
white public school students

-- Ray, Brian D. (2015). African American homeschool parents’ motivations for 
homeschooling and their Black children’s academic achievement. Journal of 
School Choice, 9:71–96.



• Tutoring (one-to-one)
• Class size

• Individualization, customization
• Flexibility

• Teachable moment
• Safe, confident, comfortable

• Authentic care, love, relationship (social capital)



Christianity Today had the answer 30 years ago . . .





• Self-concept, self-esteem
• Family cohesion
• Actual observed behaviors with other children
• Activities with others and outside the home
• In activities that predict leadership in adulthood



“Thirteen of the 15 [87%, studies on social 
development] showed clearly positive outcomes 
for the homeschooled compared to those in 
conventional schools. Two of those studies 
reported that some of the findings were more 
positive for homeschool students but some were 
more positive for institutional school students” 
(Ray, 2017, p. 9).







“Eleven of the 16 [69%; studies on success into 
adulthood and college] showed positive outcomes 
for the homeschooled compared to those in 
conventional schools. One study found positive 
outcomes for conventional school students 
compared to homeschool students. Finally, four of 
the studies found no significant difference 
between those from homeschool backgrounds and 
the others from institutional school backgrounds” 
(Ray, 2017, p. 11). 



• Galloway – English courses, as well or better
• Oliveira – critical thinking skills, as well as others
• Montgomery – predictors of leadership
• Galloway and Sutton – leadership in college, doing 

better
• Smith and Sikkink – civic involvement of families, more 

than other families
• Knowles and Muchmore – doing well, not on welfare



SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) 2000 results

Verbal Math Total
Non-religious independent 547 566 1114
Home educated 568 532 1100
Religious independent 539 532 1071
Catholic independent 525 519 1044
Public school 501 510 1011



• Nationwide study of adults who were home educated
• Over 7,000 studied; about 5,300 homeschooled 7 or 

more years during K-12
• Very positive toward having been home educated

continued . . .







• Adults, ages 18 to 38, churched while growing up
• From various educational/schooling backgrounds
• Just over 9,000 participants





• “First, the finding that increased exposure to private schooling does 
not decrease political tolerance comports with and adds to the 
empirical evidence that students who attend private schools are at 
least as tolerant as students who attend public schools …” (p. 63)

• “Second, this study adds new insight into the political tolerance 
outcomes of homeschooled children—a topic that, to the best of my 
knowledge, has not been empirically investigated until now. 
Specifically, … those [college students] with more exposure to 
homeschooling relative to public schooling tend to be more 
politically tolerant.” (p. 63-64) [emphasis added]



• Learning, academic achievement
• Social, emotional, and psychological development
• Into adulthood

. . . something must be missing . . . right?



• Ray, Brian D. (2017). A systematic review of the 
empirical research on selected aspects of 
homeschooling as a school choice. Journal of School 
Choice, 11(4), 604-621. 
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